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Dear faithful leaders of the Iowa  

Annual Conference, 
 

Amid our nation’s deep grief over 

the loss of so many American lives 

from the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are witnessing that another fatal  

virus of systemic racism is taking 

away precious lives and human dig-

nity. George Floyd’s outcry, “I can’t 

breathe,” at his last moment, haunts 

the whole American public. His 

senseless death puts us in trauma 

and moral injury because it reveals 

deeply rooted racial bigotries in the 

history of our country. It denies who 

we are as fellow human beings of 

sacred worth, and it disavows our  

Christian values of love and grace 

for all. However, we have seen so 

many people across the nation  

awakened and mobilized to make a 

difference for the future of our  

country. We must and will do better. 
 

The people called United  

Methodists firmly believe that  

racism is sin ( BOD, ¶ 162. A),  

because it is antithetical to Jesus’ 

teaching of perfect love for all  

people. The  Social Principles  

defines that “ Racism is the  

combination of the power to  

dominate by one race over other  

races and a value system that  

assumes that the dominant race is 

innately superior to the others… In 

many cultures, white persons are 

granted unearned privileges and  

benefits that are denied to persons of 

color” (Ibid). All forms of systemic 

racism are intensifying “the  

disparate treatment and lack of full 

access and equity in resources,  

opportunities, and participation in 

the Church and in society based on 

race or ethnicity” (Ibid.).  

 

We, the Appointive Cabinet,  

renounce all forms of systemic  

racism as sin detrimental to  

humanity. We reaffirm our baptismal 

commitment to resist the evil,  

injustice, and oppression that racism 

presents. We also call on the Iowa 

Conference to join together to 

“affirm the ultimate and temporal 

worth of all persons” and to speak 

out against racism and transform our 

communities and churches. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., proclaimed that 

“Justice too long delayed is justice 

denied” (“Letter from Birmingham 

Jail”). We cannot breathe without 

justice and peace which is the  

oxygen for the wellbeing of our  

society. This is what God requires 

from us: “to do justice, embrace 

faithful love, and walk humbly with 

your God”  (Micah 6:8).  

 

Let us take a moment to 

acknowledge profound pain,  

suffering, and wounds in the hearts 

of those marginalized people of  

color across our communities.  

Especially, we stand in solidarity 

with the family of George Floyd and 

many other black lives who were 

senselessly sacrificed at the hands of 

white privilege. Here are some  

actionable items:  
 

1.  Reach out to people of color  

 in your congregations and   

 communities to listen to their  

 stories and grow in solidarity  

 with them. 

2.  Contact local officials to  

 advocate for those who have  

 no voice. 

3. Stand with those who protest 

 injustice and racial inequality 

 peacefully and without violence. 

4.  Do not participate in or  

 perpetuate the physical violence  

 or the verbal violence  of  

 extremists who seek to divide,  

 hate, or lie. 
 

Following Jesus, who lived out his 

mission to the oppressed for  

freedom, justice, and reconciliation, 

let us strive for God’s kingdom 

and righteousness that will bring 

healing and peace to our wounded 

hearts and broken communities. 
 

Peace in Christ, 
 

Bishop Laurie Haller and the  

Appointive Cabinet  

Originally published on 6/4/2020.  

Reprinted with permission from the 

office of Bishop Laurie Haller & the 

Appointive Council 
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The Church hasn’t 

been empty...It has 

been deployed! 

There has been a popular meme  

floating online throughout the  

COVID-19 pandemic.  It features a 

picture of God and the devil talking.  

The devil tells God “With Covid-19, I 

closed your churches.”  God responds 

with an inspiring “On the contrary, I 

just opened one in every home!” 

 

At first glance it seemed the devil was 

right.  Many churches including ours 

were closed.  If you look closer 

though, the truth is just the building 

was closed; 

the church 

itself, the  

people never 

stopped being 

the church.  

Worship happened at home and in the 

community.  From online church  

services, to pick up activities for  

Sunday School, and expanding  

outreach into the community; we are 

growing and connecting with more 

people in new and innovative ways.   

 

As a church we have been challenged 

to worship in new a different ways.  

Our staff and volunteers got a crash 

course in online  

worship and 

video creation.  

This enabled us 

to continue to 

bring the good 

news of Jesus to you and the rest of the 

world via Facebook Live, You Tube, 

and ZOOM (online and phone  

service).  Now, as we transition back 

to live in person services there will be 

another adjustment period. As we  

navigate doing a live service versus the 

produced media service everyone  

became accustomed to; we ask for 

your patience.  What will this  

adjustment involve?  Well, I’m glad 

you asked.  It means there will not be 

preproduction work which involves, 

retakes or recording several times to 

get the sound and picture just right.  

There will be time delays, picture, and 

sound issues as we learn how to create 

a better live streaming service and still 

maintain the integrity of that service 

for those attending in person.  If you or 

someone you know has an interest in 

this area, we would love to talk to you 

about volunteering! 

 

Pastor Hojin has plans for more  

neighborhood services in parishioner's 

driveways. This will be for those want 

to hear the message but cannot come 

back to church in person yet.  We will 

be coordinating with area residents and 

getting the word out soon! 

 

Another way the church has moved 

more  into the community was by 

making home deliveries.  

Deliveries were made to 

those in the church who 

requested bulletins,  

UPPER ROOMS, and 

copies of Pastor Hojin’s Sermon.  This  

service will continue throughout the 

summer months; please let the church 

know if you would like to participate. 

 

Sunday School teachers were also 

challenged to make changes and  

adjustments.  Throughout April and 

May children’s Sunday school  

continued online with teachers  

presenting classes through Facebook 

live.  Activities were made available 

for pick up from the church during the 

week.  AND… This 

summer, the teachers 

are not finished.  We 

will have a summer 

theme where we will 

continue to have the 

kids pick up activities and lessons.  

There may even be some fun exciting 

stuff online.  Your teachers will be in 

touch with you soon.  If you don’t hear 

from them, contact the church and we 

will get you on the Sunday School list 

for summer. 

 

Although VBS has been cancelled for 

the summer, we are looking forward to 

a FRESH Start in the fall with a new 

exciting theme and activities.  More 

about this in the next issue of the  

Voyager. 

The church has continued its ministry 

in the community through various 

forms of outreach.  Many of our ladies 

have been busy making cloth masks 

for those in the 

community that 

need them.  

Masks have 

been donated by these wonderful  

individuals to area hospitals, nursing 

homes, our neighbors in the  

community, and to our church for the 

in person services we are now having.  

During this pandemic, we had a  

request from an area nursing care  

facility for hospital gowns to be made 

as they were on backorder at the time.  

Again women in our church with other 

community members stepped up to 

make at least 50 gowns for the nursing 

care facility! 

 

Volunteers have picked up groceries 

for individuals not able to or not  

comfortable with shopping in public.  

Donations have been made to the food 

banks and to help those in need in the 

community. 

 

Adversity doesn’t need to debilitate 

the people of God.  It can be a catalyst 

to drive us into the world to BE the 

Church we 

are called 

to be.   



  

It is easy in the busyness of summer 

to forget your offering.  This ease 

with which to forget is exacerbated 

this summer by the ongoing 

COVID 19 Virus and the way it 

limits our in person worship.   

There are some simple ways to  

continue giving this summer and 

throughout the year. 

Of course the first way is to give in 

person.  You can do this by coming 

to a service or by stopping by the 

church office during the week.   

The second way is to mail a check 

to church at: 

 First United Methodist Church 

 801 Broadway 

 P.O. Box 99 

 Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

The third method is through online 

giving.  Our church provides the 

Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) 

system so our members can choose 

to have their contributions  

automatically withdrawn from  

their personal checking or savings  

account on a monthly basis.   

There are 2 ways available first is: 

 1) stop in at the church office 

 2) complete an enrollment form 

 3) attach a voided check 

 4) submit it to the church office. 

The second way is to go to our 

website and click on the link.  It 

will walk you through the steps to 

set it up without ever leaving your 

home! 

Choose to give in the way that is 

most comfortable for you.  If you 

have any questions about any of 

these options, contact our church 

office at 712-852-2154.   

Our response to God through Jesus 

Christ should be the same—a  

spiritual discipline of joyful,  

generous giving—regardless of the 

method used. 
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How will we use our  

freedom? 

In 2000, Cornealious Anderson 

was sentenced to 13 years for  

robbery. The 23-year-old was  

released on bail and told to await 

orders to show up to 

prison. But due to a 

clerical error, those 

orders never came. 

Some people might 

have taken advantage 

of such freedom and 

committed more 

crimes. But Anderson started a 

business, coached youth football 

and volunteered at church, earning  

respect in his community. 

 

Thirteen years later, when  

Missouri officials discovered the 

error and put Anderson behind 

bars, an online petition 

called for his release.  

A judge agreed that  

Anderson was a changed 

man and, again, he was 

freed. 

 

What would you do with 

such undeserved  

freedom? What do we do with the 

unmerited freedom God grants us 

despite our sin, and with the  

freedoms we celebrate on July 4? 

May we follow Anderson’s  

example and use our freedoms — 

social and spiritual — to serve  

others. 

—adapted from Homiletics 
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First United Methodist Church 

Special Administrative Church Council Minutes 

Wednesday, April 29 2020, at 6:00 pm 

 

In attendance: (12) Dave Ballman, Jackie Black, Cal Christensen, Danielle Ditch, Mike Embrock, Ruth Hand, Kent Klootwyk, Cindy 
Magee, Pastor Hojin Shin, Lisa Siebrecht, Troy Strohman, Myram Tunnicliff,  

 

Call to order:  Troy Strohman called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 

 

 

Other Committee/Additional New Business: 

 

Covid 19 Reopening -  Iowa Governor Reynolds and Bishop Laurie Heller Recommendation 

 

Discussion was held regarding the decision by Iowa Governor Reynolds to begin reopening churches services in Iowa.  Also, 
letter from Bishop Laurie Heller regarding holding off reopening until June.  Motion:  Cal Christensen, to follow the Bish-
op’s recommendation and continue with online services until June 1.  Jackie Black will be the only one in the building. , 
Approved as stated by voice vote. 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:25 pm 

 

 

Submitted by Recording Secretary:  ______________________ 

                                          Cindy Magee 
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First United Methodist Church 

Special Administrative Church Council Minutes 

Wednesday, May 27 2020, at 7:00 pm 

 

In attendance: (13) Dave Ballman, Jackie Black, Danielle Ditch, Ruth Hand, Irene Goff, Karen Chism, Pastor Hojin Shin, Lisa Sie-
brecht, Troy Strohman, Myram Tunnicliff, Michelle Kogel, Rosie Argabright, Sarah Strohman 

 

Call to order:  Troy Strohman called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. 

 

Opening Devotion/Prayer:  Troy asked Pastor Hojin to start the meeting with a devotion and prayer. 

 

Pastor’s Survey Report: 

Pastor Hojin shared the results of a survey that was sent out to help determine whether to open the church again.  The results 
reported included a probability of about 35 + people coming to church if we reopen.   
Pastor asked for prayers for UMC Pastor’s group as many of them are in the at risk age group and a 2 are actively dealing COVID 
19. 

 

Trustees Report: 

Lisa reported that Trustees ordered a new sanitizer sprayer that will make sanitizing the church buildings more effective and 
efficient.  The new sprayer is expected to arrive in 2 weeks.  The cost of the sprayer is approximately $900.  Ruth reported that 
$24,000 has been paid toward the Family Life Center building loan.  This brings our total owed on the loan to approximately 
$115,000. 

 

Other Committee/Additional New Business: 

Covid 19 Reopening -   

 

Discussion was held regarding whether to reopen the church buildings on June 1st.  After discussion, Lisa Siebrecht made a 
motion to reopen the church on June 1st, with first service to be held in the Family Life Center on June 7th.  People will 
be asked to call ahead if they are attending so that we can distance the seating appropriately.  The service will be live-
streamed, so that people who cannot attend may still view the service from their homes.  This motion was seconded by 
Danielle Ditch.  Approved as stated by voice vote. 

The buildings will also reopen for reservations this summer.  

Rosie requested that the Outreach Committee be allowed to host their yearly garage sale this summer in the Family Life 
Center on an available weekend.  Permission was granted for the garage sale event. 

 

Closing Prayer:  Troy Strohman closed the meeting in prayer 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm 

 

Submitted by Recording Secretary:  ______________________ 

                                          Jackie Black 

 



Hannah Adams 

Cards may be sent to  

Hannah Adams 

4368 360th St. 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Hailey Foxhoven 

Cards may be sent to 

Hailey Foxhoven 

2504 8th St. 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Levi Aldous 

Cards may be sent to  

Levi Aldous 

501 Lake St. 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Jaxon Curry 

Cards may be sent to  

Jaxon Curry 

2006 18th St. 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Mikayla Frerichs  

(Graduated early in Dec 2019) 

Cards can be sent to 

Mikayla Frerichs 

4245 270th Ave 

Greenville, IA 51343 

“ Do not conform to the pattern 

of this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his 

good, pleasing and perfect will.”  

Romans 12:2 



Morgan Jamison 

Cards may be sent to 

Morgan Jamison 

116 Nolan Drive 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Somer Hudson 

Cards may be sent to 

Somer Hudson 

1503 Lawler St. 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Cheyanne Fries 

Cards can be sent to 

Cheyanne Fries 

3203 6th St. 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Bret Hoyman 

Cards can be sent to 

Bret Hoyman 

3605 450th Ave 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 

Shane Moffitt 

Cards can be sent to 

Shane Moffitt 

108 N Wallace St. 

Emmetsburg, IA 50536 ”...And surely I am with 
you always, to the very 
end of the age.”  
   Matthew 28:20 



Congratulations to the  

2020 Confirmation Class! 

 

Addison Fehr-Opheim 

Jared Frederick 

Robert Frederick 

Josh Gonzales 

Carter Hudson 

Hannah Noethe 

Dayton Strohman 

The forgotten child 

Greg was a forgotten child. Slow to 

speak and walk, badly abused and 

neglected by his biological parents, 

he was finally (mercifully) released 

for adoption and brought into a 

home with an older brother, also 

adopted. Trouble was, they lived in 

a very small town where people 

still drew lines between who was 

"in" and who was "out."  

Comments, under breath, were 

made about the couple's inability to 

have "real" children. 

I became Greg's pastor when he 

was 8 years old. When Greg was 9, 

his older brother became eligible 

for confirmation class. It was made 

known that neither Greg nor his 

brother had ever been baptized. At 

the specific request of both boys, 

they were baptized together on  

Pentecost 1996. 

One week later, Trinity Sunday, I 

did a children's sermon on the 

names of God. We talked about the 

names that we all had - mother, 

son, niece, etc .... Greg said, "I have 

three names ... no, I have four - 

Gregory Matthew Hug ... Christian! 

God touched that child deeper than 

any of us has ever imagined. He 

truly "sees" in a way that too many 

of us miss. 

(This is a true story and that is his 

real name. His parents have given 

permission for this story to be 

shared. Greg has, too.) 

 

-Marianne MacCullagh 

Eden Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri 

Reprinted with permission 
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Lakeside Assisted 
Living 
401 N. Lawler Street, 
Emmetsburg, IA 50536 
712-852-4060 

 

Anna Beth Magee 
 
 
 

Emerald Oaks  
Assisted Living 
2603 17th Street, 
Emmetsburg, IA 50536 
712-852-8408 

 

Jackie Donovan #23 
Rosabelle Johnson #1 
Florence Malm #22 
Louise Sackett # 16 
 
Emmetsburg  
Care Center 
2405 21st Street, 
Emmetsburg, IA 50536 
712-852-4266 

 

Lilian Cox 
Mae Stevens 
Ted Strohman 

 
 
Willow Ridge 
3203 1st Street, 
Emmetsburg, IA 50536 
712-852-5480 

 

Jan Bare 
Pat Anderson #103 
Anne Carney #216 
Virginia Place #210 

PARC Hall 
3201 1st Street, 
Emmetsburg, IA 50536 
712-852-5520 

 

Joyce Muller 
Paul Kooker 
Lois Lowman 
Vi Sampson 
Pearl Whitmore 
Helen Merrill #203 
Doris Gustafson 

If you or a loved one is hospitalized,  
 

please call the church to inform us.   
 

The hospital does not and will not call us. 

Below are the addresses of our 
members, who are in area  

nursing homes or assisted living 
facilities.   

Please send a card to brighten 
their day.  

They would love to hear from you.   

Lord, have  

mercy on 

them,  

strengthen 

them in their  

weakness;  

protect and 

guide us! 

Noah Kollasch 

Janice Kassel 

Louise Sackett 

Mary King 

Betty Hiatt 

Steve & Lynne Farnsworth 

Sharon Hobart 

Jane Stevens 

Devin Morey 

Irene Goff 

Richard Henrichs 

Carol Ensley 

Joyce Muller 

Ted Strohman 

Vi Sampson 

Marjorie Solberg 

Deb Nissen (sister-in-law of Deb  

Wickman) 

 *The loved ones of those who have 

passed away including:  

Lyle Muller 

Louie Gallo 

Mardell Truog 

Rick Jones 

 

*Those who have been hospitalized 

and our military members. 

If you are home bound, in a 

nursing home, or feeling  

alone and would like a visit; 

please let Pastor Hojin  

know or contact the church 

office at 852-2154 or  

umcsecretary@iowatelecom.net  
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Annual Garage Sale  

& Bake sale! 

 

July 10 & July 11 

 

You may bring items  

to donate starting July 6, 2020 

 

NO CLOTHES PLEASE!!!!! 

 

Any questions or to arrange a  

donation time  

Contact Rosie 

Argabright 

852-3610 
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2 Vicki Ellis 

3 Ken Kassel 

5 Jennifer Meyer 

6 Ben Morey 

Kyro Gonzales 

7 Linda Jones 

Hannah Noethe 

8 Stephanie Hudson 

10 James Bramley 

Tattum Fries 

Pearl Whitmore 

12 Tara Hoch 

13 Joshua Gonzales 

Shirley Schmidt 

14 Hannah Adams 

15 John Kerber 

16 Jeff Naig 

Jeremy Zeigler 

17 Deny Gonzales 

Betty Zeigler 

18 Lex Kassel 

19 Jim Hoch 

20 Bailey Naig 

22 Cheyenne Fries 

24 Caden Perdue 

26 Isaac Strohman 

Paige Naig 

Brenda Dow 

28 Megan Hall 

30 Alan Mattice 

Robert Strohman 

1 Lexi Duhn 

2 Keaton Duhn 

5 Marsha Duhn 

Velma Johnson 

7 Janna Hokinson 

Brenda Malm 

9 Jana Harris 

10 Shayne Kogel 

12 Brian Garrels 

13 David Tonderum 

20 Danielle Ditch 

Janet Nielson 

21 Aidyn Fehr-Opheim 

26 LJ Gonzales 

Kysen Kogel 

27 Dave Ballman 

Kari Mammen 

Randy Loomis 

28 Judi Duhn 

29 Lisa Siebrecht 

Chase Hoch 

30 Bill Goodlaxson 

1 Cory & Ana Shirk 

7 Randy & Jill Loomis 

8 Don & Dilene Larsen 

10 Kari & Cary Anderson 

14 Heath & Tara Hoch 

15 Roger & Judy Lentz 

20 Rick & Johnny Hurley 

22 Jodi & Jeremy Ward 

24 Tony & Bev Salas 

25 Jay & Jackie Black 

26 Bill & Barb Goodlaxson 

30 Dave & Kelley Fog 

    Chapters in Our Life Together 

4 Jim & Jane Stevens 

8 Roger & Karen Chism 

Wade & Deb Lundgren 

10 Bill & Marcie Frevert 

John & Ruth Hand 

14 Ann & Jeremy Zeigler 

Dave & Deb Weisbrod 

17 Greg Diane Hoyman 

19 Jeff & Lori Morey 

20 Dawn & Tyler Beving 

21 Douglas & Allison Miller 

22 Dean & Amy Ver Mulm 

26 Todd & Danielle Ditch 

27 Kyle & Jodi Shirk 

28 Jim & Hazel Hoch 

30 Abby & Justin Burns 

Kent & Ronia Klootwyk 

If you see that your name is not listed  

or there is  an error, 

please call the church office.  

1 Doug Merrill 

Abby Burns 

3 Kent Malm 

Bill Whitney 

5 Jackie Hoch 

BJ Curry 

Judy Richardson 

Darrel Leverenz 

Margaret Miller 

8 Deb Wickman 

Kinsey Kogel 

13 Jason Elman 

14 Troy Strohman 

15 Alexa Naig 

17 Dawn Jensen 

18 Mark Hobart 

19 Deb Weisbrod 

20 Ocean Fries 

Darci Curry 

22 Rose Webb 

23 Tracey Mattice 

25 Karen Chism 

26 Kari Anderson 

27 Kyle Shirk 

Bev Schmidt 

28 Dawn Beving 

Jacob Hall 

James Manwarren 

31 Lynne Farnsworth 

Cheryl Garrels 

1 Dave & Sylvia Ballman 

2 Bill & Jana Harris 

Anthony & Brandi Fehr 

4 Kent & Tati Malm 

6 David & Ruth Rouse 

Mike & Susan Embrock 

8 Shayne & Michelle Kogel 

10 Dan & Betty Zeigler 

11 Bob & Linda Hill 

Troy & Tara Sargent 

17 Rich & Sue Rouse 

21 Craig & Debbie Kassel 

29 Ted & Vicki Ellis 

30 Steph & Nate Hudson 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Thank you  

Doug & Margaret Miller 

for your generous donation 

of benches to the Family 

Life Center! 

1st Driveway 

Service at Irene 

Goff’s! 

Summer Sunday 

School bags  

getting ready to go! 
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