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 Happy New Year to all 
Emmetsburg FUMC  
Families!  As I pass the  
year-end and welcome the 
new year, two words always 
come up.  One is �³Ebenezer�´��
and the other is  
Jehovahjireh�´������Both are   
Hebrew from the Old  
Testament.  
 
�³Ebenezer�´��commemorates 
the past 
 
 �¸�“�¦	Y �•�Æ�•�¤���¯ �“�¡ 	j �“�  
 e en hǕ -�µǕzer 
 stone of the help 
 1 Samuel 7:12 
 
 One day Samuel gathered 
the people of Israel and had 
a revival at Mizpah.  He 
strongly urged, �³If you are 
truly serious about coming 
back to God, clean house.  
Get rid of the foreign gods 
and fertility goddesses, 
ground yourselves firmly in 

God, worship him and him 
alone, and he�¶ll save you 
from Philistine oppression.�´����
The message was so strong 
and touching that the people 
began to fast and repent.  
However, Philistine heard 
the news and thought it 
would be a good opportunity 
to attack them.  The people 
of Israel had decided to 
serve God well, but  they 
feared this test.  They were 
very terrified of the situation 
with Philistines.  Samuel and 
the Israelites did pass 
through this crisis with a 
stronger faith.  Giving a 
burnt offering to God, they 
prayed for salvation without 
ceasing.  Then God caused 
the Philistines to be  
bewildered by the sound of a 
great thunder, and they were  
defeated by Israel.  Samuel   
commemorated this victory, 
by taking a stone and placing 
it between Mizpah and Shen, 

saying, 
�³Thus 
far the 
Lord 
has 
helped 
us,�´��and 
named 

the stone "Ebenezer". 

 Looking back at the past 
year, we can�¶t deny that we 
made it thanks to God�¶s 
grace.  It would not have 
been possible to come here 
now, except the grace of 
God.  When you can,  
confess this grace, and you 
will be able to hope for  
tomorrow. Praise the Lord 
who is our strength.  
 
�������³Jehovah Yireh�´��sees the 
future 
 
 �¤ 	Y �“�  �•�¸ �‘�©���œ���¤	j �•�¥�¤ �•�© 
 Yah-weh yir-�¶eh 
 The Lord Will Provide 
 Genesis 22:14 
 
 I believe that we have 
heard a lot about the story of 
Abraham and Isaac.  Isaac 
was the son of Abraham, 
who was born when  
Abraham was a hundred 
years old.  One day,  
suddenly, God ordered him 
to sacrifice the precious 
Isaac.   
 Abraham was obedient.  
Even though God's  
command was hard to  
imagine.  Finally, at a  
moment when he was about 
to kill Isaac on Mount  
Moriah, God spoke urgently. 
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