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 Warm greetings to all  
Emmetsburg First United  
Methodist Church sisters and 
brothers, and the Voyager readers 
who are also one family in Christ 
and in EFUMC! 

 I thought I closed and opened 
my eyes a couple more times; but 
time flies and it has been a year 
since I was 
appointed to  
Emmetsburg.  
When I look 
back at the 
last year, two 
words come 
up my mind; 
Grace and 
Love; Godôs grace and your love!  
Praise God and thank you all. 

 Many times, I have been asked 
same questions, which are ñwhat 
brought you here?ò and ñHow did 
you come to Iowa?ò  Well I do 
not want to say Iôm a mystic,  
neither I do not want to answer 
ñIt is Godôs Willò or ñGod did itò 
as pastors will habitually say. 
But, ñHE DID IT!ò 

 Iôve been in ministry for 19 
years, since 1999.  I have served 
at two churches as a lead pastor.  
The first church that I served was 
in Korea for 9  years and then  
another 9 years at our previous 

church 
in 
Ohio.  
Did I 

mention both of these were  
Korean churches? 

 ñHow did you come to Iowa?ò 
If you are asking the story of how 
I chose and moved to Iowa from 

Ohio, ñGod inspired me through 
His messengers.ò  Two years ago, 
(Iôm so sorry to say that I did not 
know where IA was), two  
pastors, within 3 hours time, 
called me and suggested to me to 
consider serving in Iowa. Then 
Gloria and I started praying for 
discernment, if this was Godôs 
calling.  It took two months to 
verify God was calling us to  
another ministry setting and there 
was a need to shift a gear for  
current church I was serving. 

 ñHow did you come to Iowa?ò 
Also this question sounds like 
asking a question ñwhy and how 
did you come to Emmetsburg, our 
church?ò  After applying to Iowa 
Annual Conference, I researched 
the Korean UMC in Iowa to get 
ready.  Instead, I received a call 
from, the Northwest District  
Superintendent.  He delivered the 
message from the Bishop that I 
was going to be appointed to  
Emmetsburg.  
Later, I  
realized it was 
a thoroughly  
examined and 
matched order 
from the bishop with her cabinet. 
However,  at the time, I asked 
him three additional days for  
personal discernment.  I opened 
this up to my family and asked 
them also to pray.  Each of us 
sensed and confirmed His calling.  

 I want to ask you a same  
question  now, ñhow did you 
come to Emmetsburg, Iowa?ò  
During the summer season, our 
church provides Vacation Bible 
School for children, as well as,  

Destination Unknown and Camp 
for youth.  Regretfully, there is 
currently no program for adults 
during the summer.  However, I 
strongly encourage you to plan an  
individual program that you want 
to do by yourself.  For example, 
ñMark in 3 Hrsò is reading the 
gospel of Mark (only 16 chapters) 
in three hours.  ñEat the Wordò is  
reciting a verse each day at  meal 
time for 3 days or a week.   
Another program is ñCellprayerò, 
which is talking to God whenever 
you pick up your cellphone.  For 
a reminder, you can change your 
password to ñprayerò or take a 
screenshot of the word prayer and 
so oné  To make it successful, 
let me know what you do and 
when you do, I will supervise 
you :)  

 ñHow did you come to Iowa?ò 
which also asks ñwhy do you 
come to our church?ò  Do you 
hear His calling whenever you 
come to church?  Do you talk 
(pray) to God?  Do you know 
God speaks to you?  I pray that 
all of you may have a great  
experience, a better answer,  
healing grace, assurance, and a 
guidance when you are asked. 

 

Blessings 

 

Pastor Hojin Shin 

 July 2018 
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Most Christians, if asked what makes them a Christian, would respond that they have accepted Jesus Christ as 

their savior and that He suffered and died on the cross to shed them from their sin. Sin is the violation of 

Godôs law and it requires a price to be paid. Romans 6:23 tells us, ñThe wages of sin is death, but the gift of 

God is eternal life.ò Without some payment for that awful penalty, human beings would face death with no 

hope beyond the grave.  

In order for us to receive this gift, Jesus gave the ultimate sacrifice. This sacrifice was all part of Godôs  

glorious plan. Many officials thought of Jesus as a threat. Jesus was falsely accused of being an anti-government 

rebel and was crucified and killed. To most of us, this random act is horrific, appalling and gruesome. This 

would cause most Christians to think, ñHow could anyone hold so much hatred that they persecute another?ò  

I believe that most people are good and strive to treat others with respect. However, our human nature is sinful 

and jealous and I often see ñgood individualsò persecuting others. Persecution can come in many forms: rude 

comments, ugly write-ups about others, and/or physical harm, to name a few. Our human nature is to blame 

others and get upset when things do not go our way, rather than accepting our own mistakes and misdoings.  

Today, it is easy to get sucked into the culture that persecutes others. Advertisements abound stating that if 

someone has done one wrong, persecute. Some are quick to judge and lash out based on their anger or  

disappointment. This can lead to innocent people being wrongfully accused of something they did not do. In 

all of this, forgiveness is lacking whether one made the mistake or one wrongfully accused another. First   

Corinthians 6:1-8 states that for Christians not to forgive each other and reconcile differences is to  

demonstrate spiritual defeat.  

We are not perfect. It is far easier to blame or persecute others for our inequities rather than accept our own 

downfalls. We are appalled by the behavior of the men that crucified Jesus. Let us remember that as we  

interact with our friends and enemies and ask ourselves, ñwhat would Jesus do?ò Would Jesus persecute  

others? Absolutely not! Jesus made each and every one of us in his likeness. He has made each of us perfectly. 

Psalm 139:14 states, ñI praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 

know that full well.ò I challenge each of you to celebrate not only you, but others as well. We are not perfect, 

but together, we can help each other be the best that we can be.  

Submitted Anonymously 

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Deny and I had the opportunity to go to general counsel of the United Methodist 

Church. What an experience! The whole conference was deemed towards ñgo make a differenceò. There were 

around 1,000 people there. It was fun getting to know some of them, especially those from the NW district 

which extends from Sioux City to us. I suggested that quarterly we get together as a NW district and just  

fellowship the happenings in each other churches. Wouldnôt that be fun to travel to other churches and just 

explore, plus meet new friends. 

Bishop Haller had some wonderful messages for us to ponder on. One in particular was for us to not always go 

with what we have; we may need to adapt to our surroundings. She compared the Lewis and Clark expedition 

to our journey with Jesus. The whole conference was well organized. Deny and I are hoping we get to go 

again. Thank you Church for letting us go this year. Deny and I both agree our favorite time was the worship 

of 1,000 people all praising God!! 

In Christ love, Deny and Brenda Gonzales 

�:�h�>�z���î�ì�í�ô 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Offices  
Closed 

7 

8 
 9:00am Worship 
     

9 
4pm Intercessory  
  Prayer @Emerald Oak 
 

10 
 
4:30pm Shekinah     
             Praise  
 

11 
1:30pm Upper 
Room 
6:30pm Finance  
Committee Meeting 
7:30pm Admin  
Council  

12 
6pm Intensified  
   Prayer @War Room 

13 
Offices  
Closed 

14 
 

15 
  9:00am Worship  

16 
4pm Intercessory  
  Prayer @Emerald Oak 

17 
4:30pm Shekinah     
             Praise  

 
 
 

18 
1:30pm Upper 
Room 
 
 

19 
 6pm Intensified  
   Prayer @War Room 
*Mens Walk to  
Emmaus Begins in 
Humboldt 

20 
Offices  
Closed 
�
�+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���0�H�Q�¶�V��
Walk to Emmaus  
Continues 

21 
�
�+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���0�H�Q�¶�V��
Walk to Emmaus  
Continues 

22 
  9:00am Worship  
10:30am Groundbreaking 
ceremony for Family Life 
Center 
   �
�+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���0�H�Q�¶�V���:�D�O�N��
to Emmaus Ends tonight. 

23 
4pm Intercessory  
  Prayer @Emerald Oak 

24 
4:30pm Shekinah  
              Praise  

25 
1:30pm Upper 
Room 
 

Newsletter   
Submission  
Deadline! 

26 
6pm Intensified  
   Prayer @War Room 
*Womens Walk to  
Emmaus Begins in 
Humboldt 

27 
Offices  
Closed 
*Humboldt  
�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���:�D�O�N���W�R��
Emmaus  
Continues 

28 
*Austin Frerichs & 
Brianna DePue 
Wedding 
 
*Humboldt  
�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���:�D�O�N���W�R��
Emmaus  
Continues 

29 

9:00am Worship  
  �
�+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V��
Walk to Emmaus Ends 
tonight. 

30 
4pm Intercessory  
  Prayer @Emerald Oak 

31 
4:30pm Shekinah  
              Praise  
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