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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Merry Christmas! May
God’s peace and grace that has
descended through Christ’s
birth overflow onto the First
United Methodist Church

Families.
In 2007, I was very
impressed with my first
Christmas here in the States.
In advance, there was the
splendor of Christmas
decorations that every house
put up; resembling the theater
signboards in Las Vegas.
Furthermore, in their front
yard, all had big or small
nativity statues. You expect to
see such nativity statues only
at a church in Korea. NASA,
which studies space, tracks
where the Santa Claus travels,
live on their website and CNN
relays the actual location of
Santa and his sleigh. On
Christmas morning, I actually
witnessed a Santa Claus riding
a Harley Davidson with
roaring sound.
Christmas is also a big
event in Japan where the
Christian population is less
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than 1%. Young couples dream
that they could hang out in a
bright night view of Tokyo
after enjoying a romantic
dinner at a luxury restaurant on
Christmas Eve. According to a
BBC report, while American
families gather and have a
turkey as Christmas dinner;
Japanese families have
Kentucky Fried Chicken
thanks to the KFC commercial
(“Kentucky on Christmas”,
1974). Most Japanese do not
know that Christmas is the day
of celebration for Jesus’ birth.
They just enjoy it as another
festival. It is Christmas
without Jesus Christ.

China, like Japan, is a
country where Christmas is not
a legal holiday. It is the second
largest country in the world
and the largest by population;
however, China is a closed
country where Facebook,
Twitter and many other

internet sites are blocked and
access to Christianity is
controlled by a communist
government. Nevertheless,
Christmas trees have been
popping up in the last 10 years.
We can feel a wave of change
as young people enjoy a
romanticized idea of
Christmas. Of course, it is
very hard to find Jesus Christ
when there is little interest in
learning about Christianity.
When I was young, the
church was the center of life,
much like here in Emmetsburg.
The church was center of faith,
culture, and life. During the
Christmas season, there were
(and is still now) Christmas
cantatas sung and children
performed a Christmas play on
Christmas Eve. After the
Christmas Eve program, the
youth and children went to
‘Midnight Song’, which were
groups with class leaders. We
visited all church members’
houses, sang carols, and
proclaimed the birth of the
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30

8:45am Sunday School
9:00am Adult School
10:00am Worship
Bell Choir

31

5-8:30pm Just for Kicks
6pm Intensified Prayer
@War Room

Offices Closed

1:30pm Upper Room
3:30pm 345 ALIVE
5pm NO Confirmation
6pm JR/SR UMYF
6pm Bell Choir
9:30am Young at Heart
4:30pm Shekinah Praise
5-8pm Just For Kicks
4pm Intercessory Prayer
@Emerald Oak

28
27
26
25

8:45am Sunday School
9:00am Adult School
10:00am Worship
Chancel Choir
6:00pm Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

5pm Confirmation
6pm Bell Choir
7pm Piano Recital in

1:30pm 345 ALIVE
5pm Confirmation
6pm JR/SR UMYF

24

5-8:30pm No Dance
6pm Intensified Prayer
@War Room

29

Offices Closed

22

23
Due date for Newsletter
1:30pm Upper Room

4pm Classic Quilters
4:30pm Shekinah Praise
5-8pm Just For Kicks
4pm Intercessory Prayer
@Emerald Oak
5-7pm Girl Scouts
7pm Dig in Bible Study
8:45am Sunday School
9:00am Adult School
10:00am Worship
Bell Choir

20
19
18
17

21

5pm Children’s
Christmas
4:30pm Shekinah Praise
5-8pm Just For Kicks
4pm Intercessory Prayer
@Emerald Oak
7pm Dig in Bible Study
8:45am Sunday School
9:00am Adult School
10:00am Worship
Chancel Choir

1:30pm Upper Room
5-8:30pm Just for Kicks
3:30pm 345 ALIVE
6pm Intensified Prayer
5pm Confirmation
@War Room
6pm JR/SR UMYF
*Caroling @Care Centers

Offices Closed

16
15
13
12

14

Offices Closed

8

9
1:30pm Trinity 3
@Karen Chism
5-8:30pm Just for Kicks
6pm Intensified Prayer
@War Room

7
6

1:30pm Upper Room
1:30pm 345 ALIVE
5pm Confirmation
6pm JR/SR UMYF
6pm Bells
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prayer from Trinity 3 Circle

Offices Closed

2

Sat
Fri
Thu

In Jesus Precious Name,
Amen

4pm Classic Quilters
4:30pm Shekinah Praise
5-8pm Just For Kicks
7pm Financial Peace

2

4

During this Advent Season
we are aware of your many gifts to us,
not only now,
but throughout the year.
Thank you for your son
whose birth we celebrate
and which is the greatest gift

Sun

Dear Heavenly Father,

We appreciate Pastor Shin and his family
and all the people who give of their time
and resources
to make our church community a loving
and giving place.
Thank you, too, for your Holy Word. You
are our All.

8:45am Sunday School
4pm Intercessory Prayer
9:00am Adult School
@Emerald Oak
10:00am Worship
5-7pm Girl Scouts
Holy Communion 7pm Dig in Bible Study

We lift up those who are facing difficulties
in their lives.
Help us to show kindness to all.

3

Our church is blessed
with your presence.
Thank you for your mercies
and grace shown to us.
Show us the ways
we can help one another.

Wed

given to us.

Tue

elegant hotel restaurant. All
were dressed beautifully and
drinking wine with an air of
sophistication. When their
conversation was at its peak, a
friend asked her, “Hey, by the
way, why did you invite us?”
“Oh, in fact, it’s my son’s the
first birthday,” she replied.
“Oh really? Congratulations!
Where is he?” “Oh NO@#$!#%”
The woman screamed and ran to
home! They were celebrating
without a hero.

Mon

the Sunday school children. We
would finish the night by playing
games until Christmas morning.
Some of us would fall asleep in
the church basement. Once, one
of my friends missed his baptism
time on Christmas morning
worship.
Here is a funny story. A
baby’s mom decided to reward
herself for giving birth to a son
and bringing him up. One day
she invited her friends to an

December 2017

Savior. We started with a
quiet hymn, such as “Silent
Night, Holy Night” in the
beginning, but if the families did
not come outside, we changed
the hymn to “Joy to the World”
and sang with louder voices.
Then at once the porch light
turned on, the church family
would come out scrubbing
drowsy eyes and they would
serve us crackers, candies, cookies, etc. Upon returning to the
church, we used the treats we
received to make goodie bags for

YOUTH HAPPENINGS
Anniversaries

Jr. and Sr. UMYF

December Birthdays
2 Janice Kassel
Ally Rouse

18 Marilyn Carlstrom
Deena Fries

3 Jed Beschorner
Irene Goff

19 Katie Kassel
Amber Enger

4 Tammy Naig
Amy Ruger
Jim Tonderum

20 Howard Morey
Barbara Goodlaxson
21 Jordan Anderson

5 Jodi Ward
Jaden Ward

22 Tammy Williams
Shemiaya Obeng

7 Steven Hoyman
Cerenady Hoch
Steven Schier
Daunyale Sporaa

23 Ardelle Conner
Clayton Hoch

10 Tara Clark
Jayme Lentz
12 Ali Weir
13 Bev Salas
14 Ryan Bare
Ronia Klootwyk
Justine Tonderum

16 Mya Burns
17 Jay Black

12 James N. & Connie Manwarren

Helping with
soup

13 John & Shirley Schmidt
16 Ken & Janice Kassel

luncheon,
Decorating

17 Dean & Carol Simonsen

the float for

18 Steve & Mary Lou Morrison

Christmas

19 Aaron & Brittany Hernandez
23 Larry & Marjorie McAllister
24 Denny& Brenda Gonzales

the Lighted

Packing for Just Feed One-

Kids packs

Harvest
Auction, and

Parade & the
Church
nativity
outside

sign painting
fundraiser

24 Vida Krough
Makenna Stevens
Kalla Wilson

Attended Pain
for Purpose
speaker in

25 Carol Ensley

Spencer

26 Lois Lowman

December Youth Events and Fundraisers

28 Roger Chism
Allen Jensen

December 1st
We will be participating
with a float in the
Lighted Christmas
Parade!

29 Aurora Christensen
Justin Malm
30 Brenda Bell

December 13th
Jr/Sr UMYF will be caroling
at Emmetsburg Care Center,
Emerald Oaks, and Park Hall.

December 16th

Scholarship Applications:

The Children’s Christmas Program will be at 5pm. Following the
service there will be a Christmas Supper with a free will offering.

Available for the 2018-2019
school year! Please see the church

10

THE VOYAGER 2017 DECEMBER

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

3

Then
There Was

Love
Often in life we ponder why
there is a space perhaps that isn’t
filled. We look around us, and
we look to the people beside us.
We can feel an array of
emotions, maybe even feel
things that are heavy. People in
our family may say things that in
our hearts may linger on longer
than a famine may seam. Maybe
the famine is within us.
Forgiveness in our hearts
serves as a freedom to our souls
and our everyday thinking. Until
one day we realize that we have
had enough, and allow our own
mind to take control over how
we perceive the day. God gives
us a new day, everyday. He
wants us to look and pray to him
for strength, wisdom, kindness
and the ability to love when we
feel like we
cannot. We
are all here
for a reason,
and for a
purpose.
So why should we walk
around aimlessly and throw our
hands up? The answer lies
within us. The signs are in front
4

of us and even within the ones
we love. It can be so easy to get
distracted with the stress of
everyday life and the busy world
we get caught up in. Have you
taken a moment to give thanks?
Have you taken a second to
breathe in the clean, fresh air that
fills our lungs? Life is
astounding and a most beautiful
treasure.
Daily affirmations, and faith
is all it
takes to
allow yourself to be
able to
have inner
peace. To
wake up
and say
“This will
be a good
day.” is all
the power it takes in
order to
transform what we are living.
Holding onto
people, things and even words
can play wreck havok on our
spiritual-self. We must let go,
and let God take all of that. We
must trust him and the universe
to fully take over and make
within anew in our thinking and
ways. I encourage those
reading this
to take a moment and inhale positivity and let go the
negativity that our souls have
been holding onto. Trust what
you are given and be thankful for

every single aspect that there is.
We sense when there is a
shift, or a change whether it be
of light or darkness within ourselves. I recently have
decided that enough is enough
and that my life is more than
enough. The people in my life, I
have loved harder than ever. My
own will I was setting myself up
for, was fighting against me.
Then God spoke to me, and
showed me
what his will
for me was.
To trust and
obey him, is
the key to
all going
smoothly.
Life is too
short to be
unhappy, or
unsatisfied
with what we are living in.
What if money wasn't a physical
aspect or shortage? what if we
all did we literally love doing
and could make that our way of
living? What if we took the
plunge and stopped
working the 9-5 jobs, working
tirelessly? Does that scare you?
It's ok to feel that way. We are
provided at the perfect time the
things we need to live, and survive.
I highly encourage you to
take into considerations your
true divine passions in life, and
pursue them fearlessly. I
encourage you to tell yourself
that it is possible. What gems of
gold that lie before us, that we
have been pushing aside. How
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•

Chair of Trustees: Marje Merrill and Lisa Siebrecht
• Trustee are continuing to looking to increase the Handicap Parking – will be done
this coming Spring
• Bids for shingling the parsonage, will have to be done this spring, bathroom update
may have to wait, if leak cannot be fixed before shingling is done.
• Back to square one on front steps. No one can figure out a way to repair them.

•

Chair of SPRC: Cindy Kassel
• Jackie Black has been hired as new church secretary.

•

Chair of Finance: Brian Garrels
• Harvest Auction – November 19, Finance Committee meet and has all plans set.

•

Chair of Endowment Committee: Kent Klootwyk – No Report

•

Lay Leadership Vice Chair: No Report

•

Chair of History Committee: Anne Carney and Myram Tunnicliff
• History Cabinet has been changed and the new theme is “Church Family Through
the Years”

•

Memorial Commmittee: No Report

•

Other Committee/Additional New Business:
• Discussion regarding battery operated candles for Candlelight Service. Concerns
regarding the wax drippings on the carpet and many times hot candles are laid on
seat cushions or put in hymnal holder.
• Request to purchase 250 battery operated candles, Motion to approve: Brian Garrels, Second: Lois Stanley,
Approved.
• Building Committee will meet with Morton to try and
figure a way to lessen the cost of building.

•

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm

•

Closing Prayer
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First United Methodist Church
Administrative Church Council Minutes
Wednesday, November 8, 2017

•

In attendance: (13) Arlene Aldrich, Rosie Argabright, Jackie Black, Karen Chism, Brian Garrels,
John Kerber, Kent Klootwyk, Cindy Magee, Marje Merrill, Bev Schmidt, Lois Stanley, Troy
Strohman, Myram Tunnicliff

•

Call to order: Troy Strohman called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.

•

Devotions: Pastor Hojin Shin was absent due to illness.

•
•

•

Secretary’s Report: Minutes from October 4, 2017, Motion to approve: Brian Garrels, Seconded:
Rosie Agrabright, Approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report: Lois Stanley reported the October, 2017 Treasurer’s Report, General Fund
Balance: ($5,187.28) Motion to approve: Brian Garrels, Seconded: Myram Tunnicliff, Approved
as presented.
Committee Reports:
•

Nurturing Ministries Planning Team: Dave Ballman and Cindy Magee
• 345 Alive has been having about 23-24 kids each week
• Jr/Sr UMYF are attending an event at the Hope Reformed Church in Spencer tonight.
Susan Embrock contacted Hope Reformed and several other area churches about
bring in a speaker. They are expecting aprx. 200+ kids, so they had to hold it in
Spencer.
• Youth Group Fundraiser will be held on November 12 – Soup and Sign Painting

•

Outreach Ministries Planning Team: Rosie Argabright
• ELF In-Gathering Kits are valued at $3,750
• Outreach Soup Supper raised $1000
• Adopt a Family Project underway – tree will be up next week
• Witness Ministries Planning Team: No Report

•
8

Administrative Committees:
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sacred is the thought of “Life is
beauty-full!” Go fourth and live
joyously and zealously.
Listen to the wind, feel the
warmth or even cool on your
face. Hear the leaves rustling
and speaking their own message.
This Earth is by far full of life
more than what we give credit.
Look up at the moon and the
stars, you can get lost in that
itself.
With all of this being said,
then there was love. Then there
was love, as we loved one
another. Then there was love as
we let go of the past. Then there
was love that has filled was has
been missing. Then there was
love when we held onto those
closer than before.
Find peace in your heart, find
peace in your own very special
knitted soul. Find love
enveloping you, like a warm
heated blanket. Smile and look
up to the heavens, and say,
“Thank you.” For YOU are
loved. You are full of life and
love to offer this world. Don't
settle for what is not bringing
you happiness. Walk humbly
and allow God to show you the
way. Follow HIS will, do not
fight it. It is so perfect beyond
measure. Our lives are meant to
be lived so fully we cannot even
describe into words. No more of
this mediocre lifestyle.
Get together face to face in
the presence of those you love
and show them that they are
amazing to you. Spread love and
joy, and take each day as it is.
Don't worry about yesterday or
worry about tomorrow. Live for

today,
live
in
the
highest
state
of
hap-

Lord,
have mercy on them,
strengthen their weakness,
protect and guide us!
Steven Malm,
Tami Culver,
Jordan Anderson,
Nancy Hinrichs,
Carol Ensley,
Bernice Hersom,
Rosie Culbertson,
Sharon Hobart,
Carol Hersom,
Kort Freeman,
John and Stacey Strohman,
Marge Solberg,

piness
that
there is.
May
God
continue
to speak
to us, and reveal
what he desires.
Pursuing and
striving to
the best
version, of
love and
being of
light in
this broken world
is what it
is all
about.
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Scott Sanne (Grandson of
Pearl Whitmore),
Devin Morey,
Deb Nissen (sister-in-law of
Deb Wickman),
Jon Williams,
Mike & Lea Shipull,
Philip Christenson (brother
of Marge Solberg),
Cole McDonough,
Curtis Boekemeier,
Cindy Kassel,
Ted Strohman,
Jane Stevens,
Adolph Knobloch (Tami Culver’s Uncle),
Vi Sampson,

If you or a loved one is
hospitalized, please call the church
to inform us. The hospital does not
and will not call us.
Much love,
Brittany
Hernandez

Bible Study at Emerald Oaks
UPPER ROOM Bible Study each
Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.
Study is open to anyone
desiring fellowship and growth.
Refreshments are not served
but we do have food for the soul!
Emerald Oaks ~
5

Women's Ministries Circle Updates
Trinity III Circle of the United Methodist Women
Trinity III will meet December 7 at 1:30pm at Willow Ridge
home. This is a date change from our usually 3rd Thursday of the
month. Bring an article, poem, or something for Christmas
meditation. Linda Miller is hostess this month. We welcome
anyone who wishes to join our group. -Irene Goff, Secretary
Young at Heart Group
“YAHS” met at the church at
9:30am, November 28.
Myram Tunnicliff presided.
Ten ladies were present. Irene
Goff had devotions and Beverly
Schmidt had the program. The
theme was “the indescribable
gift” and “The Bible” was the
meditation that followed.
Rosemary Matthews served
refreshments. Fourteen dollars
was collected for World Wide
Ministry Mobility project.
We will not meet again until
March.

The Peace & Love
The PAL group met on November 16th at 1:30 pm at Emerald
Oaks. Each member was asked to bring a dozen bars or cookies to
share. We were pleased to have Mary Etta Baxter, Gwen
Carmichael, and Jane Peters join us. Myram Tunnicliff led our
devotional and lesson time. After enjoying goodies and coffee, we
discussed joining our group with Trinity 3. Both are very small
groups. All who were present were very much in favor of merging
the two groups.
Our next meeting will be on Dec 21st at Pizza Ranch at 11:30 AM.
This will be our Christmas Party. Everyone is asked to bring a
Christmas reading or share of a very special Christmas. Pat
Anderson will be the host for the day. Members of both PAL and
Trinity 3 are invited to attend.
We are always open to new members, if you would like to attend

We welcome anyone to our

Intercessory Prayer
Group continues to meet
every Monday at 4:00pm
at Emerald Oaks at either
Doris Gustafson or
Florence Malm’s
apartment. We continue to pray for anyone who needs God’s
healing powers or comfort; for peace for our world; for our
country and our community; for our churches and leaders; for
anything or anyone who needs God’s love and care. So we pray
for you and send God’s Blessings to each of you! May the
Christmas Season bring Hope, Peace, Joy and love to everyone.

The ELF group met on Tuesday
November 21st at Pizza Ranch for their Christmas
Party. A delicious meal was followed by an exchange
of “white elephant” gifts and party games.

Anyone who enjoys
quilting is welcome
to join us.

Potluck & Prayer
Join the Chancel Choir!
Practices” the 2nd & 4th Sundays
of each month at 9:00 a.m.,
Sing: during the worship service following practice.
Singers of all ages and levels are welcome.
The ability to read music is helpful,
but not required.
High School students are encouraged
to join for community service.

Evening Ladies Fellowship

Classic Quilters will get
together at 4:00pm
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday
every month.

David Fog choir director
Kelley Fog accompanist

Emmaus 4th Day group
meets on the 4th Sunday
of every month at 5pm
at Emmetsburg First
United Methodist
Church.
If you have any questions
contact Sarah Strohman for further details

You are invited
to join Bell Choir!
The Bell Choir
performs the 3rd Sunday each month
during the worship service.
The ability to read music is helpful,
but not required.

This is the last meeting before taking a winter break.
ELF will resume meeting in the Springtime in March.
All are welcome to join us!

Melanie Flynn
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